
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
HUGH d’AUTREMONT AND BERNICE MCGEE 

Bernice and Jack McGee had written an article, “Invitation to a Ghost Walk”, that 
appeared in the April, 1966 issue of True West magazine. The article involved Clarence 
Mitchell’s interpretation of the Peralta Stone Maps. 

Hugh contacted the McGee’s soon after the article appeared and complimented them on 
the article and related some of his own history in the Superstitions. He was in the 
Superstition Mountains working with a crew that Barry Storm had organized to search for 
the Lost Dutchman Mine in the winter of 1937-1938. 

There were 23 letters from d’Autremont to the McGee’s over a period of about 5 years 
(1966-1971). Only a couple of letters from the McGees have survived so it is frequently a 
one-way conversation. Since neither d’Autremont nor the McGee’s were treasure hunters, 
that subject was seldom broached. 

Hugh’s son was a Green Beret in Viet Nam and there are two letters that he sent to 
William but he made copies and also sent them to friends and family. Bernice received 
one of these copies. 

Hugh was interested in writing a book about some of his experiences and he received a 
lot of encouragement from Bernice, His first manuscript was something he called “Rails 
North” about his early years riding the rails as a hobo. That book failed to materialize but 
Hugh persevered and in 1971 his book “West of Dawn” was published. 

In the preface of “West of Dawn”, Hugh writes; “This is a true story with real people.” 

If you have a detective bent, you may see some minor discrepancies in the book and this 
correspondence, but getting a book published is not easy and the writer is always looking 
for hooks to create a book that flows and maintains your interest. 

In these letters, we can gain some sense of d’Autremont as a person and for me, he 
comes across as a very down to earth individual who had a wide range of interests. 

Hugh D’Autremont was born December 30, 1915 and died June 21, 1991 in Los Angeles, 
California. 

 

 

Garry Cundiff – April 2, 2010 

  





 







 


